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ON THE COVER:
Spring Tour ended at Pinckney Town Square Park

Photo by Jimmi Arata from CIR

 

 

It’s enough to say, it’s been a hard spring here in Michigan. 
Let’s get out of those home, office chairs and into the Driver's Seats at the  

 

SEM PCA    Driver’s Education 
DE#2 - Beginner’s Day 

(Lots of first-timers, you’ll be in good company) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday -  June 12th  -  Waterford Hills 
Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction 
from our Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 
For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 

Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 
You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 

 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drive Education Chair:   Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 

 
Progressive

Dinner

OUR ANNUAL PORSCHE SEM FAMILY

PICNIC AND CONCOURS

Make some new friends, see some great cars, and have a 
wonderful day. Please join us on

Sunday, August 16, 2020
at Springdale Park, Birmingham, Michigan
Off of northbound Woodward north of Big Beaver, turn right on Strathmore  

Arrival and Car Preparation begins at 9:00 a.m.
Concours Judging begins at 11:30 a.m. Sharp

Picnic Lunch Served at 1:00 p.m.
 As in previous years we are planning on having the car concours and picnic. While the format may 

change a little, it still promises to be a fantastic event. The trophies are polished and ready to be 
presented to worthy participants. Now is the time to get your Porsche ready for the exterior only car 

show. (Don’t forget the wheels). Numerous classes give every one an equal chance of winning a
trophy. Get out the polish for that 356, 944, 911 or SUV and give it a try.

Lunch consists of dishes brought by members and an excellent meal with hors d’oeuvres
provided by the co-chairs this event. As a bonus, early arrivals are treated to a wonderful breakfast.

$10.00 per person ($15.00 after August 9th) Children under 16 free.
Call Patti Door at (248) 207-7617 or pdoor@sbcglobal.net to make your

 reservation and coordinate a dish to pass. Please RSVP early and specify
 you are registering for the picnic and concours. Attendance is limited.

Concours questions? Call Fred Young at (586) 566-3193 or frederickyoung73@gmail.com

SEM Family
Picnic and Concours

What was your Porsche built for .... 
 

  ... Or  ...   
 

To be honest, with it’s refinement and style along with world class performance, it is the 
perfect choice for either.  But traffic jams are everywhere.  Let’s get out and explore the 

other driving that makes your Porsche stand out.  
 

High Performance Drivers Education day #3 
Friday  -  June 12th  -  Waterford Hills 

 

Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction from our 
Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

 

These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 
For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 

Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 
You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 

 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drive Education Chair:   Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 

 

 

DE #3
Waterford Hills

DE #2
Beginner’s Day

DE #4
Waterford Hills
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President’s
Column

President’s
Column

by GRETUS HOOGESTRAAT

Up and Running

Dear SEM Members

The last two weekends were amazing with nice driving tours in 
Michigan.  On Sunday June 17 we had the perfect Spring Driving 
Tour.  Lucas Phan did an excellent job organizing the tour despite 
all the obstacles that were thrown at him.  Approximately 38 cars 
went from Brighton to Pinckney on a lovely and sunny 70F day.  
In Pinckney we had dinner in the park with food from the Take-
Out-Diner.  The tour was conducted according to “PCA Minimum 
Driving Tour Standards” without a hiccup.

Not even a week later, on June 20, Lisa Molzon managed the 
Solstice Tour from Pontiac to Milford with approximately 35 
cars.  It was a nice and sunny day in the high 80s.  The great roads 
made up for getting up that early.

Porsche achieved the first overall victory 
at Le Mans 50 years ago 
A total of 19 overall victories, countless class successes and 
incredible emotions have linked Porsche with the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans, the world’s largest and most traditional motorsport event, 
for more than six decades.

On June 14 1970, Porsche achieved its first overall victory 
there with the 580 hp 917 KH sports car.  Ever since Porsche 
participated in this endurance classic for the first time in 1951 
and took an immediate class victory with the 356 SL, this race 
has become indispensable for the sports car manufacturer.  But, 
it took a long time for the first big triumph.   Until the late 1960s, 
Porsche skillfully played the role of underdog and successfully 
concentrated on the smaller displacement classes.  Porsche 
initiated a change in strategy in the late 1960s.  In 1969, Porsche 
was only 75 meters or one second short of victory in the closest 
Le Mans finish in history.  With the preparation phase already 
underway for the 1970 race, much of what had been learned in 
previous years was incorporated.  Gerard Larrousse and Willy 
Kauhsen in the Martini Porsche 917 LH, followed by Rudi Lins 
and Helmut Marko in the Porsche 908/02 took second and third 
places respectively in the 1970 race, making it a total triumph for 
Porsche.

On the anniversary weekend of June 13-14 the Porsche Museum 
showed the winning 917 KH car.  They even took pictures at 
4:30am in the downtown Stuttgart Market Place. 
Thank You “Porsche Community Management” for providing 
the above information.

July and August Events
It looks like things are getting stable and we are not anticipating 
cancelling or postponing any more events. 

07/16/2020: HPDE #2
07/18/2020: Progressive Dinner
08/07/2020: HPDE #3
08/16/2020: Family Picnic and Concours

Please monitor our online calendar closely as things 
still can change in a heartbeat!

Thank you and stay safe, 
Gretus Hoogestraat, SEM PresidentIn 1970 Hans Herrmann and Richard Attwood crossed the finishing line first 

after 343 laps(4,607.811 kilometers / 2863.161 miles)
 in the number 23 Porsche 917 KH from Porsche Salzburg
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The Board of Directors and 
organizers of the Street 
Survival School formerly 
scheduled for May 16, 2020 
at the Faith Christian 
Assembly in Melvindale
have decided to cancel the 
event for this year. 

The uncertainty of the current stay at home order 
and the difficulty of trying to follow social distancing 
requirements make it impossible for us to plan a 
school for 2020.

There is some good news, however. 
We have scheduled a school for May 22, 2021

at the same location. 
Details to follow.

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Teenagers 
 

Become a Safer and More Skilled 
Driver 

 
We Teach Real Car Control 

Techniques   
 

• Experienced Instructors 
• You Drive Your Own Car 
• In a Safe Environment 

 

And You Will Have a Ball Doing 
It!!! 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2020 in Melvindale, MI 

 
Go to streetsurvival.org for Details and 

to Register 
 

For Questions Contact  
 

Don Kleist - d.kleist@att.net (586) 206-7234 
 

-or- 
 

Marc Molzon - mextremem@hotmail.com  
(248) 882-1759 

We are confirmed for this epic summer event.  Motor-Stadt Region 
invites you to join PCA members for a fun-filled weekend in St. Ignace, Michigan.

Please register today, so that we can plan for the accurate head-count for space and meals. 
Registration is now open: 

https://visitorsbureau.regfox.com/porsche-on-the-mac-2020
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2020 SEM/PCA CALENDAR

July

9	 Board Meeting
11	 *Gilmore Car Museum Deutsche Marque
	   CANCELLED
16	 DE #2 at Waterford Hills
18	 Progressive Dinner
24-26	 *Concours at St. John’s - Car Corral
	   CANCELLED

AUGUST

1	 *Motorstat Region Mackinac 
	 Bridge Crossing
2	 *Troy Traffic Jam
6	 Board Meeting
7	 DE #3 at Waterford Hills
15	 *Woodward Dream Cruise - CANCELLED
16	 Picnic and Concours

SEPTEMBER

3	 Board Meeting
12	 DE #4 at Waterford Hills
13	 Porsche Drive
13	 *Eyes on Design - CANCELLED
19	 Ladies Drive
16-19	 *Treffin West Virginia

octoBER

1	 Board Meeting
18	 Fall Color Tour

* = Not an SEMPCA Event
All dates and events are subject to confirmation

BUSINESS Meetings
Business meetings are typically held on the first Thursday 

of the month at various locations.

Please note: for anyone interested in attending future 
Business meetings, please contact 

any board member. 

The P4, Porsche Pushers Private Papers, is the official monthly 
publication of the Southeast Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America. 
Available only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the  
annual National membership dues, or to other PCA members at $18.00 
per year. Statements appearing in the P4 are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views of the PCA, the SEM Board of Directors or the P4 
editor. The editors reserve the right to edit all material submitted for 
publication. SEM/PCA is not responsible for any services or merchandise 
advertised herein. Permission to reprint any material published in the P4 
is granted provided full credit is given to P4 and the author.

Editor:	 Mark Vander Eyk

Submission Deadline:	 15th of the month

Address:	 Mark Vander Eyk, P4 Editor
	 604 Cherry Tree Lane, Rochester Hills, MI 48306
	 Phone 248-652-6073 (H) or 248-520-2292 (C)
	 E-mail: p4@sem.pca.org

attention members
Stay abreast of the latest PCA/SEM News!

Please log-in to pca.org (Membership/My Account/Edit tabs) to verify 
your contact information is up to date.

Numerous members have missing or incorrect E-mail addresses.

PCA and the SEM Board of Directors are monitoring the COVID-19 situation very closely for its impact on member safety and 
region activities.  Watch for E-Blast updates and check the online calendar at sem.pca.org to verify the event schedule. 
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SEM Sponsored Event Status

Join us at Autocore Performance Group after the PCA swap 
meet for a sampling of select wines and cheeses. Enjoy a 

first hand look of our current race projects in various stages 
of completion while discussing with open Q & A on any 

technical or safety related topics.   

April 25th 2pm - 6pm
Autocore Performance Group

3565 Elizabeth Lake Road 
Waterford MI, 48328

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Teenagers 
 

Become a Safer and More Skilled 
Driver 

 
We Teach Real Car Control 

Techniques   
 

• Experienced Instructors 
• You Drive Your Own Car 
• In a Safe Environment 

 

And You Will Have a Ball Doing 
It!!! 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2020 in Melvindale, MI 

 
Go to streetsurvival.org for Details and 

to Register 
 

For Questions Contact  
 

Don Kleist - d.kleist@att.net (586) 206-7234 
 

-or- 
 

Marc Molzon - mextremem@hotmail.com  
(248) 882-1759 

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

OTHER NINES
TECH SESSION

Saturday, April 4th, 10 am to 3 pm

Join us for an...

Topics* include, but are not limited to:
  Element fire extinguishers
  Replacing the 944 hatch release actuator
  Fixing 924/944 hatch leaks
  928 brake caliper & brake line inspection
  928 wheel bearing evaluation & adjustment
  928 Brake flush: what fluids are suitable?
  The ultimate bash guard for 914 engines
  Bosch fuel hose upgrades for ethanol fuel

All Porsche enthusiasts are welcome regardless 
of model or club affilliation. Lunch will be provided.
NO CHARGE!

Scan to watch Jay Leno with
the Element extinguisher

Scan to watch a 30-second clip of 
the Element extinguisher in action

RSVP recommended to events@munks.com
* Topics subject to vehicle availability. Does your ‘Other Nine’ need service? Let us know, we might feature it.

other 
nines
tech

session

Drivers Education 101
at M1 Concourse

Please refer to the online calendar at sem.pca.org for the latest updates

PORSCHE OWNERS YOU'RE INVITED
ON MAY 30 TO THE CARAVAN

FROM THE HENRY IN DEARBORN

TO THE DETROIT GRAND PRIX
ON BELLE ISLE

SIGN UP ON CLUBREGISTRATION.NET

CA
NC
EL
LE
D

 

 
 

Our Annual Beginner’s Day 
(Lots of first-timers, you’ll be in good company) 

Saturday  -  May 2nd  -  M1 Concourse 
Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction from our 

Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 
 

These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 
For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 

Look for the Drivers Education box to find all the info you need. 
You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 

 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drivers Education Chair:  Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 
 

 

M-1 Garage 
Tech Session
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Southeast Michigan
Region Porsche Club
Of America

Board Of Directors

P4 Member Ads/
Dealership Liason/
Swap Meet Chair
Michael Cohen

248•227•8604
e-mail:
 michael@sem.pca.org

President/ 
Associate Webmaster/
National Safety Inspector
& Concours Judge
Gretus Hoogestraat
636•229•0606
e-mail:
 president@sem.pca.org

Secretary/
Region Concours Chair/
National Concours Judge
Fred Young
586•566•3193
e-mail:
 concours@sem.pca.org

Immediate Past President/
Chief Driving Instructor
Marc Molzon

248•882•1759

e-mail:
 marc@sem.pca.org

Vice-President
Walter Crump

586•873•0557

e-mail:
 vice-president@sem.pca.org

Past President/
National Safety Inspector/
Tech Session Chair
Howard Gilson

248•549•4016
e-mail:
 howard@sem.pca.org

Other Officers

Treasurer
Jim Williams

248•561•8301

e-mail:
treasurer@sem.pca.org

Past President/
National Liaison
Dennis Denyer

248•391•3268
e-mail: nationalliaison@
sem.pca.org

Zone 4 Representative
Lori Schutz

972•890•7405

e-mail: zone4rep@
 national.pca.org

P4 Editor
Mark VanderEyk

248•520•2292

e-mail:
 P4@sem.pca.org

Webmaster
Erik Ohrnberger

248•515•4306

e-mail: 
 webmaster@sem.pca.org

Past President/
Parade Hospitality Chair/
Region Chair for
Picnic, Silent Auction 
& Ladies Drive
Patti Door
248•207•7617
e-mail: patti@sem.pca.org

DE Chair/
Insurance Chair
Steve Carbary

586•242•6437

e-mail:
 de@sem.pca.org

Driving Tour Chair
Lucas Phan

248•787•8611

e-mail: 
 lucas@sem.pca.org

Membership Chair
Lisa Molzon

248•318•1570

e-mail: 
 lisa@sem.pca.org

P4
Copyrite Printing

586•774•0006

e-mail: 
 karen@sem.pca.org

Charity Chair
Chrissy Crowe

678•661•1146

e-mail:
 charity@sem.pca.org
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40480 Grand River Ave. • Suite A • Novi, MI 48375
tel: 248.615.8964 • fax: 248.615.8929

www.automoti vetechniques.net
alphatango911@hotmail.com

• service & maintenance
• engine & transmission
• suspension & brakes

• alignment
• performance upgrades
• track prep & inspecti on

• factory scheduled maintenance
• towing available upon request

specializing in service & tuning
for all European vehicles

Established in 1988

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 

Please support

our advertisers,

they make

this magazine

possible!

1958

STUTTGART

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERIC
A

SO

UTHEAST MICHIGAN

ALL SEM AND PCA EVENTS
ARE DRONE FREE EVENTS 
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Sponsored Event

It’s enough to say, it’s been a hard spring here in Michigan. 
Let’s get out of those home, office chairs and into the Driver's Seats at the 

SEM PCA    Driver’s Education 
DE#2 - Beginner’s Day

(Lots of first-timers, you’ll be in good company) 

Thursday -  July 16th  -  Waterford Hills 
Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction 
from our Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 
For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 

Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 
You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 

Drive Education Chair:  Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary    Marc Molzon

(586) 242-6437 (248) 882-1759 
 DE@sem.pca.org          Marc@sem.pca.org 

We would like to thank our sponsors
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Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather and Vinyl Coverings Available in Kit Form or Installed

Read about our work in the  
September 2008 issue of Excellence Magazine

“Same Difference” (p.75)

Shop Hours by Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop by HOF Designs
2801 S. Beech Daly Rd. • Dearborn Hts., MI 48125

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983
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(continued on page 14)

story BY Lucas phan

Spring Tour Recap

I would start by saying this Spring Tour was the most 
unique one we have had in recent times.  We started 

mapping the route right after the 2019 Fall Color Tour and 
it became my winter project.  The first draft of the route 
was completed just before Christmas.  I thought I had it all 
planned out and completed; can’t wait for May to come.
Then suddenly, COVID-19 happened and the Club had to 
make some significant adjustments due to the Michigan’s 
stay-at-home and social distancing order.  We made changes 
to keep our members safe and minimize contact.  At first we 
cancelled the post tour dinner, but we were still hopeful that 
we could maintain the May 17th date.  As the Michigan 
stay-at-home order kept getting extended, we revised the 
Spring Tour date twice to comply.  Lori Schutz provided 
us with great insight on safe procedures from the first 2020 
PCA Zone 4 event at Grattan and we adjusted our Spring 
Tour plan accordingly.

Instead of having dinner together at a restaurant, we 
decided to end the drive at Pinckney Town Square Park.  
The Pinckney Diner is right across the park and they agreed 
to accommodate take-out orders so our members could 
have dinner together in the park and they also let us use 
their restrooms. 

Like every spring tour, we pray for good weather and roads.  
I was initially skeptical about the weather based upon 
how much rain we received in April and May of this year 
plus the fact that our last five Spring Tours were hit with 
heavy rain and storms.    This year we were blessed with 
exceptional weather.  We started out the tour at Brighton’s 
Mill Pond Park.  We initially planned to do registration at 
the parks amphitheater, but it was very crowded since this 
was the first full weekend after the stay-at-home order was 
lifted.  For our member’s safety, we decided to move our 

photos BY Lucas phan, howard gilson, chris young 
		   and jimmi arata from cir

Spring Drive - Brighton to Pinckney
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A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5
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MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 18

Spring Tour Recap  Continued from page  12

starting location to the park’s overflow parking lot.  Lisa 
Molzon was a great help assuring the registration process 
went smoothly.  Good weather brought 38 cars and 54 
members out to enjoy the first 2020 SEMPCA driving 
event.  We divided the cars into five groups and we were 
blessed to have willing leaders for each group. Thank you 
group leaders Howard Gilson, Gretus Hoogestraat and 
Chrissy Crowe, Gary and Pat Ambrus, Walt and Sabrina 
Crump plus Chris Bohr.  Thanks also to Lisa Molzon for 
assisting with registration plus Michael Cohen and Lori 
Schutz for their help staging the vehicles. 

We lost one vehicle during the drive, in run group 3 with 
a transmission issue, which had to be towed home.  We 
saw big smiles from almost everybody when they arrived 
at Pinckney Town Square Park.  I don’t think we could 
have asked for better outcome. Porsches were parked 
surrounding the entire park with our members enjoying 
their take-out dinner and each other’s company.

	 For me, the main excitement began right after I 
had packed my car and was ready to head home at the 
conclusion of the tour.  Pat and Gary Ambrus’s 1977 Red 
911S (aka “Gretchen”) decided it had enough driving for 
the day and refused to start. We tried to push start her 
with no luck. Next, we tried to jump start her using my 
car, even though battery seemed healthy, just to cover all 
possibilities.  But, she still refused to start. Gary and Pat 
called their insurance company to arrange for towing.  The 
flatbed didn’t arrive until 3 1/2 hours later and it wasn’t 
until 9:30 pm that they finally got Gretchen loaded up.  
Due to COVID-19, the towing company doesn’t allow the 
vehicle owner to ride along with their driver.  I stayed to 
give Pat and Gary a ride and insure they reached home 
safely.  I arrived home at 11.30 pm. It was late, but we all 
had fun on the 2020 Spring Tour. 

As we always say 
“IT’S NOT JUST THE CARS, IT’S THE PEOPLE”.

Brighton Mill Pond Park
Registration and Starting Location

Brighton Mill Pond Park
Starting Location

Brighton Mill Pond Park
Starting location parking
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Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900
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Sponsored Event

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 

SEM PROGESSIVE DINNER
We are in need of homes for appeti zers and desserts.  

We bring everything you need, we just need you to provide the home.

Date: July 18, 2020
RSVP: Christi na Gennari at 248.550.4788 

or Patti   Door at 248.207.7617 or pdoor@sbcglobal.net

When you send or call your RSVP please let me know if you will bring an 
Appeti zer, vegetable or dessert.

Cost $30.00 per person
Register and pay at clubregistrati on.net

THE EVENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE 
EMAILED TO YOU A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE EVENT.

 Join us for the evening that will begin at 4:00 pm.
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P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter

(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution	 • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 550

Full Page Color (inside cover). . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 550

Full Page. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 325

½ Page (back cover). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 325

½ Page . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 200

¼ Page . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 125

Business Card . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $   75

Minimum ad run is one full calendar quarter

E-mail your ad to:P4@sempca.org — Thank you!

Mark VanderEyk, P4 Editor 248•520•2292

Eric Wheeler	 Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned	 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative	 Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist	 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified	 www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
	 eric@novibenz.com

 

 

 
 
 

 

CROSSROADS 

  PLAZA 
At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ding Ho Chinese Restaurant  
U.S.  Cleaners 

Sterling Coney Island 
Ludwik’s Men’s Wear 

Pet Haven 
Anita’s School of Dance 

 
Retail Space Available  
Office: 586-939-2211 

 

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly Serving
Oakland County

for 30+ years!
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Spring Tour Recap  Continued from page  14

Pinckney Town Square Park 
Porsches arriving at tour end location

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 20

Pinckney Town Square Park 
Louie Yonce enjoying the beautiful day 

in his top down Turbo Cabriolet

Brighton Mill Pond Park 
Group 4 Staging
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Spring Tour Recap  Continued from page  18

Pinckney Town Square Park
“Gretchen” on Flatbed

Taylor, MI
“Gretchen” finally home

Pinckney Town Square Park
Porsches and picnic in the park
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Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

We’re here for you

Call for an appointment. We are open:
M-Th, 8 am - 8 pm

Fri. 8 am - 6 pm
Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM
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Sponsored Event

What was your Porsche built for .... 
 

  ... Or  ...   
 

To be honest, with it’s refinement and style along with world class performance, it is the 
perfect choice for either.  But traffic jams are everywhere.  Let’s get out and explore the 

other driving that makes your Porsche stand out.  
 

High Performance Drivers Education day #3 
Friday  -  June 12th  -  Waterford Hills 

 

Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction from our 
Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

 

These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 
For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 

Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 
You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 

 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drive Education Chair:   Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 

 

 

Friday - August 7th - Waterford Hills
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OUR ANNUAL PORSCHE SEM FAMILY

PICNIC AND CONCOURS

Make some new friends, see some great cars, and have a 
wonderful day. Please join us on

Sunday, August 16, 2020
at Springdale Park, Birmingham, Michigan
Off of northbound Woodward north of Big Beaver, turn right on Strathmore 

Arrival and Car Preparation begins at 9:00 a.m.
Concours Judging begins at 11:30 a.m. Sharp

Picnic Lunch Served at 1:00 p.m.
 As in previous years we are planning on having the car concours and picnic. While the format may 

change a little, it still promises to be a fantastic event. The trophies are polished and ready to be 
presented to worthy participants. Now is the time to get your Porsche ready for the exterior only car 

show. (Don’t forget the wheels). Numerous classes give every one an equal chance of winning a
trophy. Get out the polish for that 356, 944, 911 or SUV and give it a try.

Lunch consists of dishes brought by members and an excellent meal with hors d’oeuvres provided 
by the co-chairs of this event. As a bonus, early arrivals are treated to a wonderful breakfast.

$10.00 per person ($15.00 after August 9th) Children under 16 free.
Call Patti Door at (248) 207-7617 or pdoor@sbcglobal.net to make your

 reservation and coordinate a dish to pass. Please RSVP early and specify
 you are registering for the picnic and concours. Attendance is limited.

Concours questions? Call Fred Young at (586) 566-3193 or frederickyoung73@gmail.com

Sponsored Event
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Preparing your car for the Picnic Concours
The premise is quite simple, the cleanest car wins. During the judging of your car 
points are deducted from a 70 point judging sheet as shown. These deficiencies 
include dirt, smudges, bird droppings, etc. If tastefully corrected small flaws are not 
counted. Of course a well polished car really catches the judges eye, but it is not a 
guarantee of a winner. Attention to detail is the key!

  

This Year’s Trophy to be Awarded

Here is a check list to help in preparation

Make sure the exterior is free of wax, dust 
     and water spots overall
Check wheel arches and rocker panels
Clean windows inside and outside
Detail front nose (bugs are a problem)
Check for wax in gaps and grill
Wipe down lights and check underneath
Check emblems for wax and dust
Check rear tail lights
Wipe down bumpers
Clean and polish exhaust tips
Check behind license plate area
Detail wipers
Wipe down vents
Clean wheels including lug nuts and tire     
     valves
Dress tires and clean residue
The fuel door, door handles, locks and
     mirrors are also important
Cabriolet tops should be free of dust
     and lint
Go over the final details with the judging
     sheet and find someone else to do
     the same as another set of eyes
     always helps

ONE FINAL NOTE: This is a process that 
takes time to do it right. The day before 
the concours is not the time to start 
preparing your car. It is also a learning 
experience that you can have fun with.
GOOD LUCK!

The goal here is to make your car look
like it came from the factory

Questions: call Fred Young at (586) 566-3193 
or at Frederickyoung73@gmail.com

Actual Judging Sheet
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Sponsored Event

Saturday  -  September 12th  -  Waterford Hills   

 
Eau Rouge,  Maggots/Becketts,  Parabolica,   The Corkscrew,  

Indianapolis / Arnage 
-----  Legendary race tracks have corners with names  ----- 

 

Why not try - Bluff Bend,  HillTop,  Paddock Curve, and 

Swamp  
Practically right in your own backyard !! 

 

Class Room and On-Track, Skill-Level Based Instruction from our 
Experienced, Nationally Trained Instructors. 

 
These events combine both driving and social. Friends and fun !! 

For further information see the website, sem.pca.org 
Look for the Driver’s Education box to find all the info you need. 

You can register online at www.Clubregistration.net 
 

Still have questions or doubts, don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

  Drive Education Chair:   Chief Instructor: 
       Steve Carbary      Marc Molzon 

       (586) 242-6437   (248) 882-1759 
   DE@sem.pca.org           Marc@sem.pca.org 
 

We would like to thank our sponsors: 
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BY TOM FIELITZ

Two Kinds of Driving

Some of you can relate to this concept while others 
will not, perhaps dependent on what is parked in your 

garage.   I find I have two styles of driving; I call them 
entertainment and utility.  Obviously my 911 falls into the 
entertainment category, while the VW Jetta is utilitarian.  
There is almost zero cross over between how I use the two 
cars. 

My first daily driver was my only ride, so it had to 
serve both purposes.  A 1967 VW Beetle is most certainly 
utilitarian even when outfitted with a loud exhaust and 
every EMPI option sold by JC Whitney.  My father certainly 
approved of a German car with a back seat and total 
reliability.   So when I sold it to buy my first Porsche, a 914-
6, he pointed out that it was fine as long as you only had one 
friend and never traveled, even with two vestigial trunks.  
He was also right that I seldom traveled with friends and 
the only trips it went on were out of state driver’s schools.  
But, it was my only car so it had to serve the utility of my 
daily driver for at least the first few years.  When I bought 
the 911E it was still my only car, but it was primarily used 
for entertainment.  I started to feel guilty about using up 
the car for utilitarian purposes and bought a VW Sirocco 
as my cross over entertainment and utility car.  It had a 
truly sporting side and did occasionally serve as a track car.  
When the miles went over 125,000, I thought it prudent to 
replace it with an Acura Integra which substituted nicely for 
and saved putting miles on the 911.  A 356C and a 944 were 
added to the stable for a while serving as both daily driver 
and occasional track cars.  By then it became pretty clear 
that I had two kinds of driving style and two kinds of cars 
with different primary purposes.  Now over a decade into 
retirement I still have entertainment and utility cars and two 
driving styles.   I suspect that many of my Porsche owner 
friends are in the same situation.  The entertainment car is 
seldom driven and sees only a few hundred miles of use per 
year.  The utility car is the one used to go shopping and for 
short trips seeing less than 5,000 miles per year.  The family 
car is a SUV, so it is the go to vehicle for moderate trips and 
daily shopping runs.   I realize it is quite an extravagance to 
have such a selection of cars compared to my early years 
of driving.  But if you look at your own life style and car 
collection you may find you are in the same situation.

It also occurs to me that the 
cars we choose to own can dictate 
whether we have two kinds of 
driving.  There are the occasional 
owners who find the utility of 
the modern Porsche sufficient 
to serve both entertainment and 
utility functions.  The price of today’s Porsches also may 
play a role in how we use them.  It may make sense not 
to tie up so much money in a single purpose car or that by 
leasing the car we don’t feel the guilt of using it up as daily 
transportation.  Add to that we now have choices of Porsche 
SUVs that are both entertaining to drive and very utilitarian.  
I know firsthand that the Cayenne, Macan and the Panamera 
make pretty convincing daily transportation and track cars 
and get used that way by at least some lucky owners.  It is 
early, but it will be fascinating to see if the Taycan will slot 
in as a dual purpose car also.  

The other question is; are we doing our cars a disservice 
making them a seldom used car?  While I cringe at being in a 
traffic jam or on deteriorating pavement in my entertainment 
car, it sometimes can’t be avoided.   You just hope that you 
are not damaging or using up those expensive wear items 
while accomplishing little in the way of entertainment.  Yet, 
it is well known that a seldom driven car suffers its own 
form of deterioration.  I often dream of how much fun and 
adventure I could have on a long trip in my entertainment 
car.   The other thought, that usually prevails, is how the 
entertainment car has been modified from stock and is not 
comfortable for long trips.  Where in the past I took the 914-
6 and 911 on trips to Elkhart Lake, WI and Watkins Glen, 
NY multiple times in a summer, that has not happened for 
many years now.  I miss those trips, but I also had reached 
the point where it made more sense to trailer those cars rather 
than drive them on the road.  I used the logic that there was 
peace of mind that they always made it back home. 

I am not writing this piece to advocate using your cars 
like I do.  Just the opposite, I admire the courage of Porsche 
owners that maximize their use of their cars.  Porsches are 
made to be driven and not just admired.



30 n P4 n JULY 2020

Sponsored Event

Join us in celebrating the Birthday of
Ferry Porsche

by getting together for a driving tour
among Porsche friends...

Sunday, September 13.

Driving Tour which we hope can conclude
with a Dinner at a Restaurant

Contact Chrissy Crowe at
Chrissy@sem.pca.org

or (678) 661-1146

Drive Your Porsche Day

A SIGN UP ON
CLUBREGISTRATION.NET

will be establish shortly
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Showings & Consultations
by Appointment

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyoursportscar.net

248.227.8604

www.SellYourSportsCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

Clem’s Garage
for Storage

Heated, Secured. 

Clem Weierstahl
(810) 636-2840

$550
(up to 6 months)
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story and photos BY paula trendov

Hello From The P6er’s

Let me introduce you to our group, we are the P6er’s.                            	
	 P is for Porsche and the 6, there are six of us-Tom 

and Christine Grabowski, Dale and Marilyn Goby plus Kiro 
and Paula Trendov.  We have traveled together to different 
places before that I have written about and it was decided 
our group needed an identifier.  Now, thanks to Christine, 
we have a name.  So, here I bring you another adventure 
from the P6er’s. 

This past winter, based upon Marilyn’s recommendation, 
we decided to head to Savannah Lakes Resort in 
McCormick, SC to explore that part of the country instead 
of the traditional stint in Florida.  The Gobys had stayed 
there the previous year, so they were familiar with the 
area and asked us to consider going as well.  The Gobys 
headed down January 1st, we followed in mid-February 
and the Gabowskis arrived toward the end of February 
after their traditional stay in San Diego, CA.  The Gobys 
planned a three month stay, we booked for one month and 
the Grabowskis stayed for several days.  We were either 
across the street or next to each other making it easy to 
get together for dinner and morning walks along the hilly 

roads.  This is a golfing community with a nice clubhouse 
and gorgeous forestry.  The condos we rented included use 
of the clubhouse, indoor/outdoor pools, pickle ball (Marilyn 
played in a tournament), golfing, aerobics, exercise room, 
mahjong (which I learned but found mind boggling) and 
access to the River Grille.  You could be as busy or relaxed 
as you wanted.  The only drawback to all this was an 
excessive amount of rain.  It did not dampen our spirits 
though (pun intended), we could always find something to 
do.

The location is remote and so quiet you could hear yourself 
breathe.  It was relaxing and most of all we were away from 
the cold Michigan winter.  As Kiro and I arrived and were 
getting close to the condo we noticed we did not have a 
signal on our cell phones for directions or communication.  
Thank goodness the GPS was already programmed to get 
us there after a quick stop for a few groceries.  Marilyn 
met us as we rounded the bend and we drove around to the 
other side of their condo to find ours perched just above a 
small lake.  

Kiro & Paula Trendov, Dale & Marilyn Goby, Tom & Christine Grabowski
Sunny morning at Savannah Lakes Resort
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Hello From The P6er’s  Continued

After getting settled, we checked out each other’s place.  
Both were professionally decorated with a unique color 
theme and very clean.  The Grabowski’s unit was next to 
ours and when they arrived it was really dark and pouring 
rain.  Christine and I went next door to open their condo 
and realized when the code did not work that it was the 
condo on the other side of us.  We laughed so hard and thank 
goodness no one was in the first one.  Can you imagine 
the surprise if someone had opened the door?  Tom and 
Christine settled in and we all agreed to meet up the next 
day to make plans.  

We discovered that we were 30-45 minutes away from 
any large town for shopping, groceries, or restaurants.  
Having privacy in a forested area has its advantages and 
disadvantages.  We definitely had to thoroughly plan our 
grocery shopping trips.

Dale went to Florida and bought an Audi Q7 before we 
arrived.  He called us before we left Michigan to ask if we 
could get a license plate for him and bring it with us.  He 
mailed us the documents, gave Kiro power of attorney and 
we went to the Secretary of State and got the plate without 
a hitch.  Dale had to have a few things checked out on the 
Q7 at the Gerald Jones Audi dealer in Augusta, GA., so 
while visiting the service department Dale and Kiro made 
a couple of new friends.  Being car guys, they ventured 
over to the Audi showroom and met George, one of the 
salesmen.  A couple of times during our stay the 
Q7 had to be kept overnight for service. Once 
Dale was given a Q5 for use and another time he 
saw how sporty and well equipped the Q8 was 
and asked if they could use it overnight.  George 
knew they were not going to be buying an Audi 
from him, but certainly went above and beyond 
to make sure our guys were well taken care of.  
While not a Porsche, the Q8 was huge, beautiful 
and such a joy to ride in.   

With no restaurants close by, Marilyn and I 
decided to plan dinners so we could eat together 
and not each have to cook all the time.  We were 
privileged to have a Michelin Star quality chef in 
our group as well.  Remember, Tom prepares the 
mouth watering BBQ ribs for our SEM picnics.  
Need I say more?  Tom’s contribution one night 
was an awesome dish of chicken piccata, rice 
and a fresh salad made by Christine.  Appetizers, 
wine and dessert were always on the table as 
well.  

The Gobys are golfers, so there were a few days when four 
of us P6er’s did our own exploring.  We went to the historic 
city of Abbeville, a little town by the name of Due West 
(no joke), Aiken, Evans and Andersonville.  All offered 
their own version of southern charm with quaint downtown 
area shops, decadent sweet stores and amazing restaurants.  
We loved talking to the shop owners and they did a great 
job of promoting their beautiful cities.  Oh, that wonderful 
Southern charm.  Tom was good at searching the web to 
find places to go.  Wanting to try the local foods, we always 
asked what the best thing on the menu was.  Our servers 
were very kind and made sure we were well taken care 
of.  Most places Kiro asked for sweet potato fries with his 
meal because of his southern roots.  He tells everyone he 
is from Nashville when they hear his accent, actually he is 
from Macedonia, and that usually opens up an interesting 
conversation.  

While we were all together we celebrated birthdays.  Dale, 
Marilyn and I are in February, Tom is in March and Kiro 
is in April.  Even though Christine is in September, we 
definitely included her as well.   We enjoyed a wonderful 
birthday dinner with wine and dessert before we cleared the 
table and played several rounds of Mexican Train.  Some 
of us had never played before, but caught on fast and had a 
blast.  We had to set a time limit or we would have played 
all night.  We all needed to get our beauty sleep for another 
day of adventure.  

A Mexican Train night

(continued on page 36)
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Saturday, September 19, 2020 

Ladies, 

Welcome to our 14 th  Annual Ladies Only Drive  

Two  years ago we made this a Ladies Short Drive and 

 a delicious dinner.  On this evening we will drive our  

gorgeous cars to Milford , Michigan and  we 

will be dining.  There will some time for shopping  
Please call Patti Door or text me at 248.207.7617 to 

receive 
the schedule and make your reservation.

Thank you for your support 
of  SEMPCA

Ladies, 

Welcome to our 14th Annual Ladies Only Drive

Two years ago we made this a Ladies Short Drive
and a delicious dinner.

On this evening, we will drive our gorgeous cars to 
Milford, Michigan and we will be dining.
There will be some time for shopping.

Please call Patti Door or text me at 248.207.7617
to receive the schedule and make your reservation. 

Thank you for your support
of  SEMPCA

Saturday, September 19, 2020

Sponsored Event
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Get a free 
track inspection 

Today!
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*White glove towing by appointment*

FREE Track inspection

M1
Concourse
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NEW FEATURE!
SEM Porsche of the Month

If you would like to see your Porsche featured here, send an 
interesting photo of it to the editor for consideration.

A three owner 25,000 mile 2004 Carrera 4S 6 speed manual, 
pictured at Oakland University

Owned by: You guessed it, the editor!
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Hello From The P6er’s  Continued from page  33

Tom and Christine were going on to Bluffton, near Hilton 
Head, to visit a friend of Christine’s after leaving us, so 
we checked the weather and made plans for a day trip to 
Savannah, GA.  Thankfully, Dale had his Q7 that could 
carry all of us and we did not have to take two vehicles.  
Savannah was beautiful with all its southern charm.  Marilyn 
and Kiro walked around town while the rest of us took a 
trolley ride around the city on a beautiful day.  There is so 
much history in our southern states to absorb and enjoy.  
We met up for lunch and indulged in fine southern cuisine 
at a restaurant along the river.   Again, because of Kiro’s 
southern genes he ordered shrimp and grits.  Yes, there was 
wine.  It is so nice to have friends to enjoy adventures and 
make memories isn’t it?  Sadly, we had to say our goodbyes 
to Tom and Christine after just a few days.  The P6er’s were 
now four, but still six in our hearts.  Love our friends. 

McCormick really is a beautiful area.  Even though it was 
cooler and rainy, the trees and flowers were out and when 
the sun came out it was spectacular.  We checked out houses 
in the area.  While McCormick was a bit too remote for our 
taste, I think Goby’s too, some of the bigger cities could be 
an option.  We are not ready to pull up stakes just yet, but 
you have to explore your options.  

We also planned a trip into Charleston.  Thankfully, the 
weather was cooperating so we booked a couple rooms in 
the heart of downtown and were able to walk everywhere.  
We checked out the market, took a horse drawn carriage 
ride and went to visit Walter and Judith Mueller who live 
in a huge historical home in the Walled City in downtown 
Charleston. They are members of SEM and I believe Dale 
met Walter at a Cars and Coffee.  The Mueller’s were so 
gracious allowing us to tour their home, carriage house and 
garden.  They gave us some insight into the dos and don’ts 

of restoring a historical home as well.  We all 
had dinner and went back to our hotel.  Marilyn 
decided she was not ready to turn in yet, so we 
walked around and found a piano player inside 
one of the other hotels.  We sat and listened for a 
while enjoying our drinks.  Dale schmoozed the 
pianist into gracing us with a few songs he liked.  
Good times.

On one occasion, while we were out and about 
trying to navigate the sometimes challenging 
country roads, there was ‘discussion’ as to what 
road we were on going back to McCormick.  
Kiro saying one thing and Marilyn another.  

Dale entered into the conversation and agreed with Kiro, at 
that point Kiro threw out a bet for beer and chips.  To make 
a long story short, Marilyn lost and we stopped for the 
beer and chips we needed for our nightly game of Mexican 
Train.  The guys kept saying it tasted so much better when 
someone else paid for it.  Not sure who won Mexican Train 
that night, but two guys were happy they won the bet.

I hope I have captured a lot of our adventures while in 
McCormick, SC and got it all right.  Sometimes my 
memory does not serve me well unless I write it down, but 
I think you can see we all had a wonderful time.  I am not 
sure if any of us will be staying there in the future, but it 
was a blast to get away with some great friends and enjoy 
our time together exploring our southern neighbors.  

The motto never gets old, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the 
people”.  So dear Porsche members, grab some friends and 
enjoy the ride. 

Lunch at the Aiken Fish House and Oyster Bar

Tom, Kiro & Dale showing off their Porshce belt buckles in Savannah
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Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 

Join the Porsche Club of America (PCA) 
and the Southeast Michigan (SEM) Region

Paying Online:
•	 Join PCA at (www.PCA.Org/User/Join/Membership) and 

have your credit card and car’s VIN (vehicle identification 
number) or serial number handy.

•	 Enter all required information, including payment information, 
and submit your application.

Paying by Mail:
•	 Download application at: (www.PCA.org/Join-Porsche-Club-

America).
•	 Have check or credit card handy and enter all required 

information. PCA Region is SEM.
•	 Make your check payable to “Porsche Club of America, Inc.” 

If paying with credit card, write your information in the 
space provided.

•	 Mail your application and payment to: PCA National 
Headquarters, P.O. Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045

If Your Porsche is on Order:
•	 If your Porsche is on order and you do not have your VIN 

number yet, print the application, fill it in and mail it along 
with a copy of your Porsche sales order to PCA National 
Headquarters at the address above. You may also fax them 
to (410) 381-0924 
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Business Meeting Minutes* 06/04/20  by Fred Young

PREFACE: In these trying and uncertain times it is the 
responsibility of your Porsche Club to adhere to federal and state 
guidelines concerning the Covid 19 virus. Therefore as you can see, 
we have canceled or postponed many upcoming events. While we 
regret the action, our first concern is for our members. We will post 
timely updates on our website or contact members by email. Thank 
you for your consideration.

In attendance by way of a telephone conference call: Board 
Members: Gretus Hoogestraat,  Fred Young, Howard Gilson, Lucas 
Phan, Walter Crump, Michael Cohen, Lisa Molzon and Steve 
Carbary. Officers: Jim Williams, Mark VanderEyk, Erik Ohrnberger 
and Chrissy Crowe. Guest: Jon Woods. Absent with notice: Marc 
Molzon.

Call to Order:  6:48 p.m. by President Gretus Hoogestraat.
Minutes: Moved by L.M. and H.G. to approve. Motion passed. 
Financial: Jim Williams - A special rebate was received from 

PCA. Charity subsidies were discussed. Moved by M.C. and L.M. to 
approve. Motion passed. 

Membership: Lisa Molzon - Primary membership is 703 and 
associate is 400 for a total of 1103. Renewals are slightly down.

Insurance: Steve Carbary - Will secure insurance the Spring and 
Solstice Tours.

P-4: Mark VanderEyk - Mail delivery is sporadic. Mark reviewed 
the July issue content.

OLD BUSINESS
June 14: Spring Tour: Lucas Phan - On May 26 by email it was 

moved by L.P. and L.M. to change the date to June 14th. Motion 
passed. All set. He will have smaller groups of cars on the tour and 
will comply with all Covid-19 guidelines. 

June 20: Solstice Tour: Lisa Molzon - It will be a one and one half 
hour morning drive starting at LBI in Pontiac with no food or money 
being exchanged.

June 28: Waterford Hills Family Day: Fred Young - Will double 
check on any restrictions. 

July 16: DE #2 - Steve Carbary - On May 26 by email it was 
moved by H.G. and M.M. to change the date to July 16th because of 
Covid-19 restrictions. Motion passed. Event guidelines still have to 
be reviewed at the time of the event.

July 18: Progressive Dinner - Christina Gennari and Patti Door 
- It was moved by F.Y. and W.C. to approve expenses related to the 
dinner. Motion passed. Still as planned.

August 16: Picnic and Concours - Fred Young - Still as planned.
September 11: Ladies Drive - Patti Door - No report
September 13: Porsche Drive - Chrissy Crowe - An ad will be 

submitted for the P4.

NEW BUSINESS: None
Charities: Chrissy Crowe - No report.
Webmaster: Erick Ohrnberger - Everything is OK. Steve Carbary 

commented on the posting process.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:44 p.m. -  Moved to adjourn by W.C. and 

H.G. Motion passed. 
Refreshments and Location:   Thursday, July 9 - Howard Gilson
			   Thursday, August 6 - Lisa Molzon

# = Not an SEMPCA Event
Respectfully Submitted: Fred Young - Rev. 6-9-20   
*Subject to ratification at the next Board Meeting

JUNE 4, 2020

“It’s not just the cars, it’s the people”
COPYRIGHT 2019 PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Why is an EXCELLENT Porsche  
mechanic so expensive?

Why are you paying $125 or more an hour when you should be paying 
just $75.00? 

Tomas, proprietor of R&T Motors, LLC., asked himself that same question. 
GUESS WHAT, he couldn’t come up with a good answer either. 

Make an appointment today, call Tomas for a quote on your next Porsche  
repair or general service. He’s a trained Porsche Audi Rallye mechanic. He 
guarantees a lower price and the best quality service. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Call today 248-227-1155. Tomas will pick up the phone. Give him a call and 
get your first oil change for just $75.00. Make an appointment to winterize your 
car today. 

 

248-227-1155 

4270 Haggerty Rd. Commerce Twp., Michigan 48390 

996 and 997 Porsche Specialists

YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s) YR	 Name(s)

Thanks to the SEM/PCA webmaster Erik Ohrnberger, we are pleased to now be able to recognize membership anniversaries each month.  
Congratulations to all who have a membership anniversary this month!  

Anniversaries are noted by the date the primary member joined PCA. Please let us know if we’ve made an error or omission.

Sem/pca Member Anniversaries – July 2020

JULY

49	 Thomas & Jane Fielitz
46	 E & Michael Blake
46	 David & Kathryn Gillentine
45	 Neil Goldberg & 
	 Peggy Boyle-Goldberg
39	 Robert & Debra Nikolas
37	 John & Toni Frankowski
33	 Sherwyn & Joseph Labovitz
31	 Ray & Greg Massa
28	 Dennis Spors & Debbie Bleger
28	 Kenneth & Pamela Werth
27	 Richardo & Carole Kilpatrick
26	 Ross & Joshua Suchy
25	 Julian Pate & 
	 Julia Richardson-Pate

25	 D & Debra Bonadeo
20	 Mark & Christine Martin
18	 Richard & Connie Monrad
16	 Paul & Michael Fayad
16	 Donna & Stuart Sanderson
14	 Vito & Cynthia Pizzo
14	 Todd Krefeld
14	 William Goldenberg & 
	 Enid Bienstock
14	 John & Patricia Waugh
13	 Raymond & Wendy Goscenski
12	 Jeffrey & Bradley Cox
12	 Tyler & Katey Pell
11	 Mark & Nancy Blazevic
10	 Dennis & Suzana Guerrieri

10	 Mitchell & Diane Mondry
9	 Mark & Rene Vander Eyk
9	 David Parr
6	 Brian & Daniel Murphy
5	 Juergen Gumbinger
5	 Louis Montgomery
5	 Leslie & Joseph Campbell
5	 Benjamin Malcho
4	 Arjen Bosman
4	 Jerry Tan & Lauren Yee
4	 Chuck Dennis
4	 Roger & Denise Tayloe
4	 Scott Sakuta
3	 Rebecca & William Kraus
3	 James & Geralyn Fowler

3	 David Watkins
3	 Bruce & Deborah Kopitz
2	 Mary Brady
2	 David Kurtz
2	 Amar Arepalli
2	 Bill Crowe
2	 Abhishek Mosalikanti
2	 Nancy Anne Biondo
2	 James Hayosh
1	 Joseph Buck
1	 Matthew Kunz
1	 Jordan Kotubey
1	 Steven Getz
1	 Christopher Stroh
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Welcome 
New Members:

Jacob Ackley-Smith
Tony Albaceli

Scott Caradonna
Brian Ellison

Ilze Liepa
Boris Timarac

You know Munk's.
But do you know about

Vintage Munk's?
Restorations since 1969  

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA members may advertise Porsche vehicles, or related parts or services— 

either “For Sale” or “Wanted”—for three months at no cost. 
Advertising will be accepted from non-members at the Editor’s discretion, space permitting, at the rate of $5.00 per issue  

for three lines, payable in advance to SEM/PCA P4, c/o Michael Cohen, 25545 Hereford Drive, Royal Oak, MI 48067
Submit all ads to michael@sem.pca.org

For Sale: 2001 Porsche 911 Turbo. 22000 miles. Seal gray. 
Excellent condition. 6 speed manual. $53,000. 
Contact Michael@sellyoursportscar.net 
or call 248-227-8604 (7/20).

For Sale: 1986 Porsche 911 M491 Turbo Look Cabriolet: 
Triple black 47;000 miles. Very rare. Very good condition.  Runs and looks 
great. $59,500. 
Contact michael@sellyoursportscar.net 
or call 248-227-8604 (7/20)1



JULY 2020 n P4 n 41

First Zone 4 DE of the season hosted by the 
Ohio Valley Region at Mid-Ohio on June 4

Around The Zone

father’s story to the team at Porsche Cars Canada.  In the 

–

by LORI SCHUTZ, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Hi Zone 4 Friends and Family, 

The cloud is lifting – the sun is starting to shine again.  As I write this, we are anticipating the lower 
part of Michigan opening up and the COVID 19 restrictions lifting.  Life will be returning to a ‘new 
normal’.  Our events will start to come back to the calendars.

Thank you to all of the regions who continued to give back during the past few months.  Several 
of you had fund raising efforts and donations to ‘fill the frunk’ for contribution to your local food 
banks.  I know your communities are so appreciative.  

PCA National has prepared a special Communicable Disease Waiver, which you will be asked to 
sign for any type of PCA event.  By the time you read this article, this waiver should be available 
electronically.  You just need to sign once and then you are covered for any PCA event, in any 
region, through May 2021.  If you sign a paper waiver, the suggestion is to take a photo with your 
phone to present at future events as evidence.  The waiver is one page and does not need to be 
witnessed.  The purpose is to inform our participants and protect our club officers from potential 
litigation.  While just common sense, some see this as an unnecessary annoyance.  Well hey, this 
entire pandemic is an annoyance!  Sign it, stay safe, and then we don’t have to worry about it!  
PCA has also prepared guidelines (not requirements!) for safe practices during events.  These 
are not any different than what you see for other activities.  Your local laws, rules and venue 
restrictions will determine what is needed for each specific event.  

Once we get back in our cars and on the road to spend time together, please take a few minutes 
to jot down your experiences, take a few pictures, and send them to your newsletter editor.  They 
are starved for content, and we want to hear your stories! 

Stay safe and see you soon! 
Lori - 
Your Proud Zone 4 Representative - 
zone4rep@national.pca.org
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Be a 
P4 Contributor

Always looking for interesting
automotive and Porsche related

articles for P4 publication.

Idea starters-Track days,
collectibles, road tours, 

my first sports car or Porsche,
races, museum visits, car shows,

Porsche repairs or restoration, etc. 

Please consider writing a P4 article
for the education and enjoyment
of your fellow SEM members.

Contact
Mark Vander Eyk at

P4@sem.pca.org

MAY 2019 n P4 n 19

(continued on page 22)

Reunited And 
It Feels So Good

STORY bY PAUL CARTHEW

 This is a story of love at first sight, 

heartbreak, and sweet reunion.  

This narrative also serves as a reminder that 

as owners of iconic cars we are stewards 

who are sometimes lucky enough to care 

for the same car twice.
 I have always been interested in 

sports cars and to this day enjoy reading 

automotive articles which review and 

compare each year’s newest sports cars.  

Growing up, my family had practical 

economical cars.  My parents came from 

Europe with $1500 in their pocket and 

everything they acquired thereafter they 

earned and saved.  Sports cars were just not 

a consideration.
 This story begins like perhaps so many others with 

a random tire kicking stop at a car dealership.  The year 

was 2007 and I had just read an article on the then new 

amazing 997 generation 911 turbo with a sub 4 second 0-60 

time.  (Note of caution to the reader, consistently reading 

car articles can give you dangerous ideas and cause impulse 

emotive based purchases.)  At the time, Porsche was an 

unknown brand to me as I did not know anyone who had 

ever owned a Porsche.  I was intrigued with the 911 rear 

engine configuration and lore of the Porsche brand and 

history.
 On a cold Michigan January day, I casually stopped 

into Fred Lavery Porsche in Birmingham and was introduced 

to salesman Andy Yakima.  Andy was and is a true Porsche 

enthusiast, he took the time to introduce me to the Porsche 

line up and brand.  Andy and I have remained in contact over 

the years and he has invited me to test drive new models and 

experience the evolutionary changes.  Although there were 

no turbo models to drool over at that time, the showroom did 

have a Black 2007 911S coupe which I could not take my 

eyes off.  There was something special about the lines of the 

car, the red brake calipers and the way the seat and interior 

just exuded sports car.  The car created an instant emotional 

response.  The emotional response was best described in the 

words of a friend who will remain anonymous and later said 

“it was the sexiest car she had ever seen”.

 Despite the cold weather, I took the car for a test 

drive and was instantly hooked.  The unique acceleration 

sensation of being pushed and the seemingly effortless 

manual gearbox were all new experiences.  I went home and 

conjured up a way to purchase the car.  I took delivery of the 

car with January snow falling.  The timing of the purchase 

was perhaps the most frustrating part of the process as I had 

to wait for the Michigan winter to pass before being able 

to really drive the car.  I remember opening the door to the 

garage just to stare at the car and praying winter would end.  

The car looked fast even just parked in the garage.

 This 911S was the first sports car in our family.  I 

recall my father being impressed by the quality of the build 

and driveability.  My children 

were six and four at the time 

and loved to climb in and 

ride in the rear seats.  My son 

was very impressed because 

the car had a digital map 

which he had never seen in a 

car before.  We took the car 

for Sunday drives, birthday 

parties, special events 

and shared many happy 

memories.  The car also drew 

a fair amount of attention and 

people would stop and say 

how they think Porsche 911s 

look best painted in classic 

black. 
 Perhaps the best feature of the vehicle was the 

Porsche Active Suspension Management (“PASM”).  With 

the PASM feature, and a push of a button, the driver can 

choose a comfortable ride or a firm track ready suspension.  

To me, this single feature differentiated the Porsches of that 

era from other makes and models and allowed the 911 to be 

driven daily if desired.

Paul Carthew and his 911S in January 2007

Carthew children January 2007
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Fisher Body Craftsman’s

Guild Exhibit at the Gilmore

SToRy By BILL MOLzON

For those planning to attend the Deutsche 

Marque German Car Show at the Gilmore 

museum on July 6th, you might also like to 

check out the Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild 

exhibit which is on display in the Museum until 

October.  It is a display of around 100 model 

cars designed and built by boys aged 12 to 20 

years old dating from 1930 through 1968 for 

entry in the Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild 

model car competition.  The Guild exhibit is in 

the main building in the room to the left of the 

Duesenburg exhibit as you enter the building, 

and is believed to be the largest collection of 

Guild models ever included in one show .

The contest, sponsored by the Fisher Body Division of 

General Motors, was to design and build a model car to a set 

of package specifications to be judged on design and quality 

of workmanship.  The Junior Division was for ages 12 to 15 

and the Senior Division for 16 to 20 year olds.  The highest 

scoring models from each state were then narrowed down 

to 20 regional winners, which also included a trip to a 4 

day long Convention in Detroit from which the top National 

Award winners were announced .  Awards ranged from cash 

awards for the state level up to College Scholarships for the 

tip 4 National winners in each Division.  It is estimated that 

there were around 500,000 enrollments in the competition 

each year of which less than 1% actually completed a 

model, with a total of over 300 receiving on of the National 

Scholarship awards over the 38 year history of the Guild. 

The competition was originally started in 1930 by Fisher 

Body as a program to develop the interest and skills needed 

for craftsman of that era by having the entrants build a 

model of the Fisher Body Napoleonic Coach portrayed in 

their logo, and then changed in the late 30’s to a model car 

competition as a way to identify and encourage development 

of creativity, aesthetics, and design skills at an early age 

as a source of designers for the auto industry.  It was very 

effective in fulfilling that objective as a very high percentage 

of professional designers working at GM Design staff in the 

50’s through the 70’s had won National awards or at least 

completed a model for the competition . 

My experience with the Craftsman’s Guild started with 

building my first model in 1953 after a friend told me about 

an advertisement in a magazine for the contest.  I continued 

building models (6 in all) until I finally won the 2nd National 

Award in 1959, which then gave me the means to go on for 

a Degree in Industrial Design after I graduated from GMI in 

Mechanical Engineering.  Without what I learned from the 

Guild participation and having the opportunity to meet and 

talk to Design professionals at the Convention, I would not 

have learned about Design as a career or had the financial 

means to achieve that goal.  Interestingly, the comment 

most often mentioned at the Guild Reunion regarding how 

their Guild experience impacted their careers was what 

one person referred to as “STICKTOITIVENESS”, ie. 

developing the attitude at an early age to never give up but 

stick to it until your achieve your objective. 

For those Porsche owners driving to the Gilmore, I 

would also like to recommend a Porsche-worthy shortcut to 

Hickory Corners for the show that takes advantage of some 

of the more interesting and less travelled roads in central 

Michigan!

I-96 to Lansing area
I-69 south to Charlotte - exit #61 (exit #61 is M79 west)

M79 to route M66 south (left turn)

M66 to E Lacey Road west (rte.412) - right turn onto 

 E Lacey Road (Lacey Road becomes Pifer Road 

 at M37)
bear left on Cobb road 
 (Cobb road becomes W Gilkey Lake Road)

Left on S Kellogg School Road 

 (observe speed limit in Hickory Corners)

Right on W Hickory Road - Gilmore Museum is on left  

 in approximately 2 1/2 miles
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Budapest on the Danube

30 Year Friendship

That Started 3 Years Ago

STORY AnD PHOTOS BY PAULA TRENDOv

May 15th, we all started our journey heading to Budapest 

for a Viking Cruise up the Danube to Nuremberg, Kiro 

and me, Tom and Christine Grabowski, plus Dale and Marilyn 

Goby.  It was our first trip traveling together since our initial 

encounter going to Parade in Vermont 3 years ago.  Little did 

we know that trip would lead us to the wonderful friendships we 

created, all because of a car .

The first night in Budapest was to get ourselves acclimated to 

the time change and ready for our cruise .  Tom had a nice surprise 

for us, getting us access to the concierge lounge at the Marriott 

because of his previous extensive travels.  This allowed us a more 

intimate setting for meals and drinks overlooking the Danube and 

the castle in Budapest, the night view was spectacular when it 

was all lit up .  He really made us feel special and our trip very 

enjoyable right from the start .

The following day we walked to the market place to buy, what 

else, paprika and some momentos.  Not sure the guys were all that 

thrilled but it was an experience.  

It was now time to head down to our cruise boat and get settled .  

Our ship was called the Idi and the staff was so welcoming .  We 

went through the required safety instructions and then off we 

went up the Danube .  One of us usually reserved a table in the 

restaurant so we could all sit together and by doing that we had the 

same wait staff taking care of us.  Peter from the Czech Republic, 

Ivy from the Philippines and Metao from Croatia .   Kiro surprised 

Metao when he started speaking to him in Croatian .  I think it got 

us some extra special attention, but all three young people were 

amazing.  By the end of our cruise we became attached to our new 

found friends .  

The food on board was so good, sometimes with so many 

selections we could not choose just a few .  Of course wine was 

had by all and then the desserts .  It’s a wonder we didn’t all gain 

15 pounds.  
Each evening the “Viking Daily” was placed in our cabins with 

the itinerary of the next day.  We started out in Budapest, then 

on to Vienna, Krems, Passau, Regensburg, and the final stop in 

Nuremberg.  Our included tours at the stops we made were so well 

planned .  Vienna was breathtaking and we all agreed we wanted 

to spend more time there, but alas that will have to be for another 

time .  The architecture and history were amazing .  One day was 

not enough .  
The following day we were in the Wachau Valley in Krems .  

Some of us chose to tour the Abby in Gottweig, Christine and Tom 

chose the bicycle tour getting soaked from the rain but enjoyed it .  

Marilyn and I attended a baking class in the Abby for Apricot 

Dumplings .  Yes, we got the recipe and yes, we will be making 

them.  On to Germany the next day.  Christine and Marilyn chose 

the biking tour in Bavaria but Marilyn wasn’t feeling well so Tom, 

being the good husband and trooper he is, took her place .  Another 

wet day but it did not dampen their spirit .  

Each day we all came together for dinner and got to talk about 

our day .  Food, wine and laughter were never in short supply for 

all of us .  
Due to the melting winter snow and rain, the river rose 1 meter 

in 24 hours and from Regensburg our tours had to be continued by 

motor coach .  I for one could not even think of being on a bus for 

2 ½ hours, do a tour of Nuremberg (which I really wanted to see), 

and then back on the bus for another 2 ½ hours to our cruise ship .  

The others endured it, such brave souls .  

Evenings on the ship were planned with games, music and 

just enjoying cruising up the Danube .  Every now and then we 

went through the locks, twenty plus in all .  The space on each side 

of the ship was only inches at times and you had to applaud the 

captain for his skills .  

Our last day on board was bitter sweet because Tom and 

Christine were leaving us to head back home, we said our 

goodbyes at the airport and promised to all get together once we 

were back in the States .  Dale, Marilyn, Kiro and I rented a car 

(an Audi S6 station wagon) and toured the Route de Vin in the 

Alsace area of France .  We needed the wagon for all our luggage 

and almost didn’t have enough room .  Kiro and Dale arranged it 

to all fit and Marilyn and I had one piece sitting in between us in 

the back seat.  Remember, don’t over pack.  
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STORY BY DON kLEIST

RECAP

2019 Pittsburgh 

Vintage Grand Prix

A few months ago I got a message from Jim Williams . He 

asked if we would be interested in going to Pittsburgh to 

see a weekend of vintage car races. I talked it over with Nancy 

and we decided to go . 

These races are held on the roads that run through Schenley 

Park in downtown Pittsburgh, PA . At least I think it is in 

downtown . The streets there are very confusing to a visitor . Few, 

if any streets run east-west or north-south . And the locals employ 

an arcane system of street signs that I was unable to crack during 

our two days there . It didn’t help that I was mostly following Jim 

and had no idea route we were using . 

The overall sponsor of the races, officially called The 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 

Prix, is the Greater Pittsburgh 

Automobile Dealers 

Foundation . The group we 

were with was hosted by the 

Allegheny Region of PCA. 

There were a lot of Porsches, 

including a large contingent 

from the Chicago Region.

Schenley Park contains 

a golf course and visitors-

spectators parked on the 

fairways . Cars of the same 

marque were parked together, 

hosted by local clubs for each marque. Near where the cars were 

parked were tents for serving catered food and tables and chairs 

to sit and eat. Near us were groups of BMWs, M-Bs and Audis. 

Other marques were scattered about the golf course .

What do I remember most about this event? It was HOT!!! 

The temperature and humidity were both in the upper 90s, and the 

golf course offered little in the way of shade . At least our Porsche 

group had ample bottled water, canned pop, and snow cones . I 

think we got our money’s worth just in bottled water .

Our weekend started early Friday morning as we departed for 

Pittsburgh, hoping to arrive in time for drive sponsored by the 

Allegheny Region. The traffic was moderate and we made good 

time . The only real tie-up was getting onto the Ohio Turnpike 

from I280. Although we encountered several lane closures all but 

one was where the turnpike has three lanes each way. Necking 

traffic down to two lanes hardly slowed us at all.

We met Jim and Laurie at the Double Wide Grill in Mars, 

Pennsylvania, a northern suburb of Pittsburgh . They had driven 

to the Pittsburgh area the day before . We met up with others who 

had signed up for a drive and dinner on that Friday . After the 

usual drivers’ meeting we set off for the back roads of western 

Pennsylvania . We had a fantastic drive on great, twisty roads . 

They were among the best I have ever driven, right up there with 

the roads in South Dakota that we drove while attending the last 

PCA Escape . This was one of the few times when I could put the 

PDK in Super Sport mode and really enjoy the performance of 

my 911.

(I haven’t yet driven The Tail of the Dragon but plan to this 

fall when we go to the BMW Club’s Oktoberfest in Greenville 

South Carolina . Oktoberfest 

is BMW’s version of Porsche 

Parade.)
After the drive we had 

a barbeque dinner and a 

brew or two at the Double 

Wide Grill . Then it was on 

to our motel for some well-

deserved rest .

The next morning we 

headed back to Pittsburgh 

for the first day of the Grand 

Prix. We managed to find 

Schenley Park and got in line 

for directions to the Porsche area . Jim was in front of us and was 

given a sheet with instructions . All I got was a terse “Follow him .” 

Somehow the directions were confusing and we ended up outside 

of the Park . Imagine trying to follow a car in an unfamiliar city 

without even a clue as to where our destination was! I ran several 

yellow traffic lights, and one or two red ones, until Jim somehow 

found the correct route . 

After parking, registering and getting some bottled water, we 

headed for a place to watch race practice . We had lawn chairs and 

umbrellas for shade, but we were in the open on a fairway and we 

were uncomfortably hot. But we persevered. 

The racers were almost entirely foreign cars . The only 

Domestic cars listed on the roster of entered cars was a ‘66 Chevy 

Yenko Stinger, which I assume is a modified Corvette, and a ‘29 

Ford Speedster . This is such an outlier I wonder if it is a misprint . 

During the races I didn’t see anything that looked like a ‘Vette or a 

1920s car. The oldest cars that I could identify were three MGTDs 

which were from the early 1950s. The newest car entered was an 

PhOTOS BY NANCy RICHARDSON
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STORy AND PHOTOS By wAyNE EvERETT

My Car - Porsche 924

Well, I wasn’t looking for a Porsche or any other two 

seater sports car for that matter . It all started with a 

call from my brother-in-law in California asking if I wanted 

a sports car. He collected various cars and had a 924 he 

didn’t know what to do with, and with that, I should have 

known better . Two weeks later a car hauler pulled up on my 

driveway with a 924 on board. That was in June 1991!

The car had about 85,000 miles on it, having been driven 

regularly in California (read that as NO RUST) so it was 

in great shape . My brother-in-law had bought it from the 

original owner in 1989, but as a collector, it had sat in his 

storage for a number of years . Apparently his Jag convertible 

and Maserati were more fun to drive!

Not being familiar with Porsches, I had many questions .  

Who was Dr. Ferdinand Porsche and why did he build cars? 

Why the VW relationship, more on that later, and all these 

cars with numbers instead of names: 356, 911, and 914! 

Little did I know what I was getting into, but on with the car .

I decided to drive it regularly using it as my daily 

commuter car . That turned out to be a big mistake . Another 

driver decided to customize the left rear end on a Lodge 

off ramp so sadly there is some bodywork but it got a new 

paint job in the process! I’ve since done one engine rebuild, 

in 2015, but have kept the car true to its original assembly. 

We’ve done some traveling but given its age and with 

111,000 miles on it, now it’s driven only on Sundays!

Here is some of the models history: The 924 began life 

as a joint project with VW. In the early 1970’s, Porsche 

management liked the idea of building a new high-volume 

sports car . As it happened, Porsche had a contract with 

VW to develop a successor to the VW-Porsche 914. The 

plan called for development of a sporting 2+2 vehicle 

using a high proportion of VW/Audi components . With the 

implementation of new emission requirements, engineers 

decided a water cooled, front engine, rear-wheel-drive was 

the right way to go. By late 1974, Porsche had completed 

the design work, had prototypes being tested and production 

tooling in process. In the spring of 1975 Porsche took over 

the project with VW building the car under contract . By 

early 1976 production had started and the rest is history. 

The 924s were manufactured till 1985, the legacy continued 

via its sibling, the 944.  

My vehicle was built in November 1976 complete with 

an Audi 2L engine, front end from the VW Rabbit plus 

transmission and rear end from the VW super beetle . Based 

on its history I feel that my 924 was built with leftover parts 

from the VW parts bin, but it’s still running . My plan this 

next year is to get out to some of the local car shows, so 

hope to see you there!
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STORy AND PHOTOS By HOwARD GILSON

A Speedster’s
Path to Glory

This is a story of a 1989 911 Speedster’s path to an 

overall Full Preparation Class win at the Porsche 

Parade Concours.  This story begins with the 2015 60th 

Porsche Parade held in French Lick/West Baden Springs, 

IN where my father, Michael Gilson, showed his Speedster 

for the first time in the Full Preparation Class.  Like all 

Parade Concours it is all about cleanliness and what the 

judges are looking for .  Even though Michael forgot to clean 

the front bonnet, he was still awarded 2nd place in class, not 

bad for his first Full Preparation Concours.  Every time you 

show a vehicle, your score sheet is returned so you can see 

what areas were marked down . This score sheet is a great 

reference for future concours so you can address the areas 

that were previously looked over or missed . 

Michael’s next Concours was the 2018 Porsche Parade 

held at Lake of the Ozarks .  He corrected all the areas that 

were deducted in French Lick/West Baden Springs and this 

time earned 1st place in Group 2, but missed the best overall 

Full Preparation award . 

Now Michael was looking forward to the 2019 Porsche 

Parade in Boca Raton, FL .  My personal Parade experience 

started a little sooner this year, as I left a week early to stop 

in Ft . Lauderdale .  But, Michael’s Parade experience started 

months earlier, as he started cleaning the Speedster at the 

old Gilson MotorSports location .  

My father had Fred and Kathy Young carefully go 

over the Speedster with score sheets in hand to look for 

deficiencies the week before it left for the Parade. Both 

Fred and Kathy pointed out some areas that needed some 

additional attention .  For the next two days, my father was 

at the shop cleaning all of the problem areas that had been 

identified.  I was able to help my father with the side trim, 

it had accumulated years of protectant that needed to be 

cleaned off before new protection could be applied .  There 

was a huge amount of effort required, spread over three 

months, in preparation for the upcoming Porsche Parade . 

Michael also had a volunteer judge plus Fred Young go 

over the Speedster again a day before the Concours when 

it was in the preparation area at Boca Raton .  To aid in the 

preparation, Suzan Gilson had even purchased tire covers 

for the Speedster . These were the talk of the Concours 

preparation area since the tire covers even matched the 

Speedster’s color .  

Speedster displayed on the Concours judging field

(continued on page 10)
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Racers in the Storm
- The Doors

From 2005 through 2006, Patti Door was the first and 

remains the only female President of the Southeast 

Michigan Region (SEM) of the Porsche Club of America .  

Jerry Door was the SEM President from 1996 through 1998.  

“With a rock and roll name like yours, do you play a 

guitar or sing? 

(Jerry) “No singing and no guitar. I like listening to the 

60’s and 70’s music, but I’m not a musician.  Racing is 

fun and I’ve been a PCA driving instructor for 12 years. I 

hear the sound of the engine, the tires on pavement and the 

brakes .  I raced cars at the Canadian Tire Track . It was built 

in the 50’s. It’s a high-speed track with curves that you can 

do at 80 to 90 and long straits at 120 MPH.  Love it.  I used 

to teach other drivers how to race. That’s my music. “   

“What about Patti?”

(Jerry) “Patti was a dancer.”

 “Tell us more.”
(Patti) “That’s how we met. It was on the dance floor.  

Jerry and I became a team when we met in Social Dance 

class at Western Michigan University . Jerry was a senior 

and he went to the counselor’s office to be sure he had all the 

required credits to graduate in December. It was 1962 and 

Jerry majored in the Engineering Program, but to graduate 

he had to complete a physical education class . Room in a 

dance class opened and Jerry signed for the three-month 

session . We learned to Fox Trot together . The dance class 

started in September and on Thanksgiving weekend we 

started to date .  We got engaged in February and married in 

August of 1963.”

Jerry and Patti were in college, broke and struggling to 

make it through, but Jerry had two passes to a different type 

of place for a Honeymoon than most newly married couples 

would want to go to … a drag strip in Indiana .

(Patti) “Jerry enjoyed watching the drag races on Saturday 

nights .  We went together … and it was fun .”

Patti’s career began as the manager at a large restaurant 

with three banquet rooms and a staff of 100 in the city 

of Cascade near Grand Rapids . Jerry taught Industrial 

Engineering at Western for a time and then decided on 

another career as a representative for the Minster Machine 

Southeast Michigan Porsche Club members Patti and Jerry Door 

have been married 56 years.  They have four children, Rick, Amber, 

Stacy and Christian, plus nine grandchildren and two Porsches. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOHN KHAMI

(continued on page 26)
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOHN DORSCHT

RECAP

SEM HPDE Rocks at M1

Here in Michigan we often joke that we have two 

seasons, winter and construction . As a PCA SEM 

member living in Michigan year round, there is a further 

seasonal sub-set in my world, that being “track season” and 

“dark winter”.
Sure enough, that time has come . It’s the end of another 

track season, late September and the last HDPE event of 

the year . Up at 5 am for a planned on-time departure from 

home at 6:15 am. Check to make sure I have all the required 

gear, check the track car security within the trailer, check 

the trailer security to the H2, brakes, hitch, chains, lights 

and finally good to go. Yes! 
The morning air is crisp, it’s dark and the sky is clear 

judging by the view of the stars and moon. A 6:15 am 

departure will get me to the gates at Pontiac’s M1 Concourse 

for the 7 am gate opening. The weather forecast for this 

September 24th is CAVU (Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited), 

70 degrees with light and variable winds. Could the start to 

this final HPDE late September day be any better? NOT! 

The performance track at M1 concourse is located on 

Woodward Avenue, famous amongst other things for the 

Woodward Dream Cruise route that ends in Pontiac . The 

M1 performance track is a 1.5 mile 30 foot wide track with 

11 technical corners and 25 feet of elevation change. The 

$60 million M1 Concourse development is a real gem built 

on the decommissioned GM Truck and Bus plant property . 

M1 was built by visionary car guys for car people. The track 

is tight, with little room for error should you involuntarily 

find yourself exploring the small tufts of grass separating 

the track from the tire lined Armco barriers. But, M1 is so 

much more than a performance track that lies barren through 

the week during track season. Over 180 top shelf car condos 

are stuffed with four wheeled hardware ranging from patina 

laden rat rods to the best cars our automotive world has to 

offer . Each condo owner enjoys unsurpassed mezzanine or 

in some cases third floor views of the M1 track. The M1 

John Dorscht’s 928 S4 in action - pulling some lateral G’s
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Our Service 
Department is Open 

7:00am-7:00pm 
Monday thru Friday 
Call for appointment 

248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

PCA Club Member 
Service Discount

10% OFF
WITH COUPON*

(*some exclusions apply)

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when order is written.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Tax, shop supplies and environmental charges are extra.
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